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				The Fallen Star
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				The Republic, once like a mighty tree, able to withstand any kind of external attack, was beginning to rot, unnoticed, from the in-side. No one questioned when the ambitious Senator Palpatine be-gan his ascent to the Presidency. There were many restless, pow-er-hungry individuals within the government and the commercial sector who quickly grasped the opportunity to support him in what some might call a conspiracy to take over the government. They knew their rewards would be great if they succeeded. 

				 It was tragic that the once-respected Senator Palpatine began com-promising values in small things, only to end up jeopardizing the future of the Republic because of his own ambition and greed.
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				The Quiet Takeover

				With the help of his cronies in government and the world of com-merce, Senator Palpatine succeeded in getting himself elected Pres-ident of the Republic. Most people were so preoccupied with en-joying the good life that what happened in politics mattered little to them. Oh, there were no doubt some who saw and questioned what was happening. But their fears were quickly relieved when Palpa-tine promised to reunite the disaffected among the people and to re-store the remembered glory of the Republic. So the coup of Senator Pal patine was quick and quiet.

				Palpatine relished everything about being President—the pow-er, the recognition, the wealth. Surrounded by yes-men, he began to fantasize himself as being a rather superhuman kind of person, able to always make right decisions and command the respect and admiration of his loyal subjects. As the fantasy grew and grew in his mind, he finally came upon the idea that would give him the ultimate satisfaction: to be Emperor.

				What is an emperor? Historically, an emperor is a tyrant, a dic-tator, one who not only headed the government, but was the govern-ment. His word was law. Many of the Roman emperors, like Palpa-tine, had visualized themselves as something greater than human. Some of them went so far as to proclaim themselves gods and de-manded that their subjects bow down in homage before them.

				There is no proof that Pal patine instituted emperor worship, but that certainly must have crossed his mind for the future.

				The Defeat of the Jedi Knights

				The only thing which could have held the Emperor back from hav-ing his subjects worship him as god is the fact that the Jedi Knights, in addition to being the powerful warriors they were, also were the foundation of the Old Republic’s body of religious devotees who were strongly committed to following the ways of the Force. Could it have been that the Emperor wanted them out of the way so that the citizens of the Republic would soon forget about the Force? This would make it much simpler to introduce emperor-worship again, at some future time.

				Well, all that is, of course, speculation. But legend makes it quite clear that the Jedi Knights were exterminated through the treachery and deception of Palpattne and, especially, his henchman, Darth Vader. The guardians of justice in the galaxy were no more. And gone with them was the strong religious leadership which had 
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				been the foundation of the Republic for generations.

				There were many citizens who refused to go along with the New Order. And many, no doubt, continued to follow the ways of the Force. To combat any open hostility to the new regime, the Im-perial governors and bureaucrats prepared to institute a reign of ter-ror among the disheartened worlds of the galaxy.

				The Roots of Evil

				The Emperor Palpatine and his betrayal of the public trust has an uncanny counterpart in reality. But, ironically, the time and place where all this really happened was, to paraphrase a popular line, in a world long ago, and far, far away. This we know: It all happened long before the earth was created.

				The book of Job in the Old Testament gives us a glimpse of what things were like in those pre-earth days. Job, by the way, was a man who had many problems .

				Naturally, like many men when their troubles seemed over-whelming, job began to question God’s judgment. But God quickly began asking job a series of questions that showed him he obvi-ously didn’t have nearly the wisdom it would take to judge God! It is from this line of questioning, though, that we learn some of the fascinating truths about the creation of the world and its surrounding universe:

				Then the Lord answered job out of the whirlwind and said, “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowl-edge? Now gird up your loins like a man, and I will ask you, and you instruct Me! Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth! Tell Me, if you have understanding, who set its measurements since you know? Or who stretched the line on it? On what were its bases sunk? Or who laid its cornerstone, when the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?” (Job 38:1-7).

				The terms, “morning stars” and “sons of God,” are often used in the Old Testament to identify heavenly beings. This passage shows us that angels were in God’s presence when He created the earth. These spirit beings sang together and shouted with joy when God created the earth. There was total harmony in heaven and on the new earth. Here is pictured every being in heaven, happy in his role in God’s kingdom.
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				Lucifer: Leader of Angels

				One of these happy angels was Lucifer. The Bible describes him as having the highest position among the angels. We are introduced to him in the book of Ezekiel, where God addresses him as the “king of Tyre”:

				Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre, and say to him, “Thus says the Lord God,” ‘You had the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering; the ruby, the topaz, and the diamond; the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper; the lapis lazuli, the turquoise, and the emerald; and the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets, was in you. On the day that you were created they were prepared. You were the anointed cherub who covers; and I placed you there. You were on the holy mountain of God; you walked in the midst of the stones of fire. You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created, until unrighteousness was found in you’’’(Ezekiel 28:12-15, ).

				God loved Lucifer, His perfect creation, “full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.” Lucifer was the wisest and most beautiful being in Eden, the perfect garden of God. He had been “on the holy moun-tain of God” and “walked in the midst of the stones of fire,” two poetic descriptions of being in the holy presence of God.

				Lucifer was the “anointed cherub who covers,” which means he was the angel appointed by God to rank above and lead all the other angelic beings in heaven in praising and worshiping God. Every precious stone was used in his garments, as an indication of his high position.

				Lucifer then was the greatest angel ever created by God. He had been a perfect creation, with unequaled beauty, wisdom, strength, authority and privilege.

				The Father of Evil

				Lucifer was “blameless” in his ways from the day he was created. But then he chose to do his own will rather than God’s. The one who once was in charge of all the angels in heaven became the one who introduced evil into the universe. In a song of sorrow, recorded in the book of Isaiah, God mourns over this creature whom He had created and loved:

				“‘How you have fallen from heaven, 0 star of the morning, 
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				son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations! But you said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north. I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; and I will make myself like the Most High”’” (Isaiah 14:12-14, ).

				From the description in this passage, “0 star of the morning, son of the dawn!,” we see why God chose to call His greatest of all cre-ations “Lucifer.” The name means “the shining one.” Quite possibly, his brilliance was patterned after God’s own shining glory.

				The Will to Worship the True Force

				Why would God create a being who would turn against Him? Was this a mistake on God’s part?

				Not at all.

				In the previous chapter, we learned the ways of God’s will. In some matters, the creation of the universe, for example, He deter-mined that it would be done and it was done. Yet, we learned too that when it comes to man, God desires man to act and think in certain ways. But because man has a will of his own, he can choose to do what God desires of him, or he can choose do his own thing (which is sin).

				Well, long before God created the first man, He created Lucifer and all the angels in heaven. And, He created them with the ability to choose to worship Him and follow His perfect ways, or go their own way. God created them with their own wills. Ironically, Lucifer wasn’t satisfied with just being the highest ranking angel in heaven, the most beautiful and most wise of all created beings! “I will make myself like the Most High (God),” he said. “I will...I will...I will.” Lucifer chose not to follow God, but to go his own way.

				Lucifer said these things in his heart. In his heart! That was where sin originated—in the heart of Lucifer. And in his heart there were what have become known as the five “I wills.” They show a definite departure from Lucifer’s early determination to follow God’s will to his later decision to follow his own will. Lucifer wasn’t happy with his position in the realm of God. He wanted to take over God’s po-sition and be worshiped and praised by all the creation. He wanted to be God!
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				The Deception of Sin

				Lucifer became so blinded by the sin in his heart that he couldn’t realize the simplest” of all truths: There is but one God and He and only He is worthy of praise and worship.

				No, Lucifer could never rise above God. In fact, he no longer was permitted by God to lead the angels, as he used to do, in wor-ship and praise. No, it was just the opposite now. The Bible says Lu-cifer became a blasphemer, which means he verbally attacked God’s holy character. But he went beyond that. He .led a great rebellion in the universe against God.

				In a vision from God, the apostle John was shown what hap-pened when Lucifer rebelled: “And there was war in heaven. Mi-chael and his angels fought against the dragon (Lucifer), and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down-that ancient serpent called the devil or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him” (Revelation 12:7-9).

				Remember that Lucifer, who later was called Satan, had been the leader of all the angels, so when he rebelled against God, he still held a great deal of influence over the angelic realm. As a result, one-third of the countless multitudes of angels in heaven followed him in this revolt against God (Revelation 12:4). Now, these angels had free wills, too. They could choose whether to worship God or follow Lucifer into sin. And, of course, they made the wrong deci-sion.

				Though Lucifer became the first sinful creature, he still pos-sessed his beauty, wisdom and strength. Of course, he lost his posi-tion of authority. But worse, he had broken off his ‘relationship with God forever.

				Lucifer and his fallen angels were now in sinful rebel/ion against God. The once pure universe was now seriously contaminated with evil.

				Lucifer’s Judgment

				Because God is perfectly just, the crimes committed by Lucifer and his fallen angels had to be judged and punished. Now God has a very simple code of criminal law: Any sin, no matter how small, is punishable by eternal death-everlasting separation from God !-and this applies to men as well as to angels.

				In order to separate Lucifer and the fallen angels from Himself, 
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				God created a place for them which the Bible calls hell (Matthew 25:41).

				Following the outbreak of the rebellion in heaven, God changed the name of Lucifer to Satan, the devil, the evil one. “Satan” means “the resister or adversary,” and “devil” means “the accuser and slan-derer.”

				Though judgment has been passed by God on Satan and the fall-en angels, the sentence has not yet been served. Meanwhile, Satan has one tireless ambition, to defeat the plans and purposes of God. He began this evil campaign shortly after the creation of man in the garden of Eden. He deceived Eve into sinning and she then persuad-ed Adam to deliberately sin (Genesis 2-3).

				The Ruler of This World

				The sin committed by Adam and Eve was an act of direct disobedi-ence—open rebellion—toward God. It broke their perfect fellowship with God and placed them under the control of Satan, who is the father of sin (1 John 3:10).

				Adam and Eve had been given authority over the world and ev-erything in it by God (Genesis 1:28). But now, because of sin, they brought that authority to rule over the earth with them as they came under Satan’s control. This way, Satan usurped the rule over the world, and the whole earth now lies under the domination of Satan (1 John 5:19). In fact, the Bible calls him, among other things, the “prince of this world” (John 14:30)

				Satan goes by many other titles, as well: Abaddon, Accuser, Ad-versary, Dragon or the Serpent of the bottomless pit, Apollyon, Be-lial, Beelzebub, Murderer, Prince of the Devils, Prince of the power of the air, and the god of this age (Revelation 9:11; 12:10; 1 Peter 5:8; 2 Corinthians 6:15; Matthew 9:34, 12:24; 2 Corinthians 4:4; John 8:44; Ephesians 2:2; Revelation 20:2).

				As the god of this age, Satan holds men in an iron grip of sin. It is a grip that only can be broken when a person places his faith and life in the hands of Jesus Christ. But a new age is coming, a time of wonderful, perfect bliss for Christ’s believers. It will also be a time of unimaginable horror for Satan and his followers.

				The result of sin by the first humans—Adam and Eve—is seen in the sin nature which is found in every person who ever lived or ever will live. While angels were created with perfect natures, man is born with a sin nature. An angel has the self determination to sin, but men and women are born sinners and therefore condemned from 

			

		

	
		
			
				40

			

		

		
			
				birth. And, as we have already discussed, man can choose to sin, as well.

				“That’s not fair,” you say. “Man doesn’t have a chance against sin.” But, you must remember that God is perfect. Out of His per-fect love for man He has provided a way for man to defeat his three enemies, Satan, sin and death. That plan for victory is being worked out right now on planet earth, and mankind finds itself right in the middle of the most colossal battle the universe has ever seen: the battle for men’s souls between Satan and his evil spirits and God and his angelic hosts.

				This battle has been fought in every generation since the first generation of man. Countless illustrations have been drawn to depict this classic battle, and Star Wars is but the latest entry.

				The galactic wars in the movie are really religious wars: The people of the Alliance, who believe in and follow the ways of the Force, are pitted against the satanic emperor Palpatine, Grand Moff Tarkin, Darth Vader, and all the other “fallen stars” of the Old Re-public.

				The Bible tells us there is a bitter conflict raging throughout the spiritual universe, and it’s no secret to anyone that a fierce battle between the forces of good and the forces of evil is being fought on planet earth today. This is a very real and a very personal battle, and it doesn’t take much honest introspection within the recesses of our own minds and hearts to find evil thoughts lurking there, or to observe our own behavior and see sinful acts being committed.

				The only way for us to overcome the evil power of Satan and his fallen angels is to become children of the True Force and learn to follow His ways.

				* * * * *
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knew their rewards would be great if they succeeded.
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promising values in small things, only to end up jeopardizing the
future of the Republic because of his own ambition and greed.
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